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Prologue

Abortions have always taken place. For generations, women and people who 

can become pregnant have shared knowledge of  herbs, drugs, strategies, and 

the names of  traditional or biomedical abortionists with each other in order to 

terminate unwanted pregnancies. In the context of  illegality these strategies have 

come with great costs. As a result of  these unsafe abortions, many women have 

been prosecuted, had their health severely affected, and have even died.

The situation took a turn in 2007, when Mexico City legalized abortion up to the 

twelfth week of  pregnancy. For those in the capital or for those who could easily 

travel there, this was a huge step forward for dignity and choice.

But the vast majority of  Mexicans did not directly benefit from this develop-

ment and in other parts of  the country women and pregnant people have had 

to continue with unwanted pregnancies or find their own methods of  ending the 

pregnancy. The tireless efforts of  activists, including Fondo MARIA, have been 

crucial in facilitating access to the abortion pills mifepristone and misoprostol 

or safe surgical abortions, to navigate the complex laws around legal access to 

abortion, and to support women to travel to Mexico City.

In September 2021 the Supreme Court of  Justice of  the Nation issued a historic 

decision that will ensure that women and pregnant people enjoy the constitutio-

nal right to freedom and reproductive autonomy, including the right to interrupt 
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an unwanted pregnancy without facing criminal consequences. Although this 

does not mean the immediate elimination of  barriers to access safe abortions, 

there is no doubt that this landmark ruling will pave the way for the transforma-

tion of  the legal landscape of  abortion in Mexico. 

*

This graphic novel is a meeting place. The protagonists, Victoria, María and 

Gloria, all find themselves in a gynecological clinic and, even while they do not 

talk to each other, their stories intertwine. These three stories connect different 

trajectories, decisions, and emotional ties, but they are linked because something 

in common unites them: experiencing an unwanted pregnancy and deciding to 

end it. Through these interwoven individual, but also collective, experiences this 

novel asks the reader to consider the complexity of  the stories of  women who 

have abortions, and also the everyday lives in which they travel, make decisions, 

and inhabit. In this way it is also a meeting place with ourselves as readers.

Although they are fictionalized stories, each one draws on the experiences of  

women and pregnant people with whom Fondo MARIA has worked over the 

years. This graphic novel is dedicated to them. And to all those who came before 

them. And to those who will go through similar situations – but which we hope 

will be radically different now that the laws that criminalize abortion have been 

declared unconstitutional.

Será deseada o no será. [It will be wanted or it will not be].

Cordelia Freeman & Sandra Rodríguez

Department of  Geography, University of  Exeter, UK
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Si quieres y/o necesitas abortar, puedes llenar una 
solicitud de apoyo en www.fondomaria.org/apoyo 

o llamar por teléfono al  800 832 73 11  si vives en el 
interior de la República o al 55 52 43 50 54 si estás en 

CDMX y Área Metropolitana.
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Balance is a feminist organization that works towards building an environment 

where everyone gets to make their own decisions about sexuality. We contribute 

to the transformation of  policies, programs and actions that guarantee sexual 

rights. We provide the tools and support to women* and adolescents to trigger 

processes of  critical reflection that helps them recognise sexuality as integral to 

well-being. We believe in the power of  the collective to transform our world.

	

	

	

Fondo MARIA (Women*, Abortion, Reproduction, Information and 

Accompaniment), one of  Balance’s programs, operates on a national scale in 

Mexico, supporting women* throughout the country to access safe and legal 

abortions. We work to create a legal and social context in Mexico that allows, 

respects and promotes the right to choose abortion as a legitimate result of  an 

unwanted or uncontinuable pregnancy, taking advantage of  the legal framework 

that exists in Mexico City to address inequalities.

@balancejoven@balanceac

www.balance.mx.com

@balance.ac

@fondoMARIAmx@fondoMARIAmx

www.fondomaria.org

@fondoMARIAmx
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We want everyone to have the pregnancies that they desire, abortions that are 

well-supported, and the lives that we dream of. May this graphic novel reach 

those who have had one or many abortions, those who are currently having 

abortions, those who at some point in their lives could have abortions, and those 

who have accompanied or could accompany someone who has decided to have 

an abortion, as a reminder that our decisions are valid and that we are not alone. 

@fondoMARIAmx@fondoMARIAmx

www.fondomaria.org

@fondoMARIAmx


